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MINUTES 

RC05: Compara3ve Studies on Local Government and Poli3cs 

Business Mee3ng 
 July 15th, 2025. 12:45–13:45 

Coex Conven8on Center, IPSA World Congress, Seoul 
Chair: Carmen Navarro (RC05 Chair) 

 

1. Welcome and Opening Remarks 

The Business Mee8ng began with a lunch generously sponsored by SSEGOV (Associa8on of Korean 
Local Governments for Social Economy and Solidarity). The Chair, Carmen Navarro, welcomed 
par8cipants and introduced Mr. Young Kim, Execu8ve Director of SSEGOV, who delivered a 
presenta8on on the Associa8on’s ini8a8ves suppor8ng social economy and solidarity prac8ces across 
Korean local governments. 

The mee8ng was aZended by 38 par8cipants, including RC05 Execu8ve CommiZee members, RC05 
members, panel convenors, and interested scholars from various countries and ins8tu8ons. 

 

2. Chair’s Report on RC05 Ac3vi3es (2023–2025) 

The Chair provided an overview of RC05’s main ac8vi8es during the previous period of two years: 

• Sponsorship and Organiza3on of RC05 Panels at the IPSA World Congress (Seoul, 2025): 
RC05 sponsored 10 panels during the Congress, covering a wide array of topics including local 
democracy, smart ci8es, inter-governmental rela8ons, local state capacity, SDGs, local 
governments and climate resilience and local democracy as a bas8on against democra8c 
backsliding. This level of par8cipa8on exceeds the average number of panels sponsored by 
RCs. The panels brought together scholars from diverse disciplines and geaographical areas, 
reinforcing RC05’s commitment to compara8ve and interna8onal approaches. The Chair 
thanked all panel convenors, chairs and discussants for their great work and commitment in 
making the panels a success. 

• As part of RC05’s commitment to suppor8ng the next genera8on of researchers in the field, 
two Travel Grants for PhD students were awarded to doctoral students to aUend the 
EURA/ECPR Graduate Summer School on Local Government and Poli8cs (Barcelona, 2024). 
The grants enabled the aZendance of two PhD candidates from Brazil and Argen8na. 

• Global Mapping of Scholars Working on Local Government and Poli3cs. Following the 
agreement reached at the RC05 Business Mee8ng in Buenos Aires (July 2023), a global 
mapping project was launched to iden8fy and connect scholars working on local government 
and poli8cs. Led by Carmen Navarro and Daniel Cravacuore, the ini8a8ve has resulted in a 
database of 1,665 scholars, compiled through systema8c searches on academic placorms. The 
survey sent to gather informa8on explores disciplinary backgrounds, thema8c orienta8ons, 
and the evolu8on of research agendas in the field. The project is ongoing and has so far 
received responses from 472 scholars. As one of the outcomes of this ini8a8ve, a WhatsApp 

http://rc05.ipsa.org/public/travel_grants_IPSA_rotated.pdfhttp:/rc05.ipsa.org/public/travel_grants_IPSA_rotated.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1E0XqVo2Hzoq6HOzD1eirSnckUjps-sdvV4Xa_2XVGD8/edit
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group has been created, currently involving 280 members, which is serving as a space for 
sharing publica8ons, calls for papers, academic ini8a8ves, and informa8on requests among 
local governance scholars worldwide. 

• Ongoing Efforts to Improve and Maintain the RC05 Website: The RC05 website 
(hZp://rc05.ipsa.org) is undergoing a redesign aimed at improving naviga8on, accessibility, 
and visibility of the commiZee’s ac8vi8es. A new, more aZrac8ve and user-friendly drah 
version of the site has been developed and is available 
at hZps://luisaugustoveralui.wixsite.com/misi8o.  During the mee8ng, the Chair asked for and 
got the support of par8cipanst to request that IPSA allow RC05 to officially adopt this new 
version as its primary website, replacing the default IPSA-hosted template.  

• Other accademic ac3vi3es. Sponsorship of a Panel at the GIGAPP Interna8onal Conference 
(Madrid, September 2024). RC05 sponsored a panel at the GIGAPP Interna8onal Conference 
on Government, Administra8on, and Public Policy, held in Madrid on September 23rd, 2024. 
The panel, 8tled “Compara(ve Perspec(ves on Local Government and Mul(level 
Governance,” brought together scholars from different. RC05 has also par8cipated with a 
chapter in an IPSA edited volume launched by Carmelo Cataffi (IPSA RCs liason), including 
contribu8ons from schola 

 

3. Elec3on of New Members to the Execu3ve CommiUee 

Two new members were elected to the RC05 Execu8ve CommiZee: 

• Jill L. Tao (Incheon Na8onal University, South Korea) 

• Chris TapscoZ (University of the Western Cape, South Africa) 

They replace Filipe Teles (University Aveiro) and Klaus Frei (Federal University ABC, Brasil) who now 
join the RC05 Advisory Board. The commiZee warmly thanks them for their service and contribu8ons 
during their 8me on the Execu8ve CommiZee.  

 

4. Plans for 2025–2027 

The Chair presented the RC05 action plan for the 2025–2027 period. It was approved. 

• Sponsorship of panels at the IPSA World Congress 2027 in Rome. 
• Two Travel Grants for PhD students to attend the 2026 Summer School on Local Government 

and Politics  
• Continued development of the global scholar mapping initiative and consolidation of the 

database from the Global Survey. 
• Implementation of the new RC05 website 
• Hosting and sponsoring additional academic events. 
• Launch of a new RC05 Award for Excellence in Local Government and Poli8cs Research. This 

award is conceived as a tribute to outstanding scholars whose academic careers have made a 
significant and las8ng contribu8on to the field of local government and poli8cs interna8onally.  

http://rc05.ipsa.org/
https://luisaugustoveralui.wixsite.com/misitio
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It will recognize senior researchers, whose work has shaped the discipline through 
publica8ons, mentorship, and ac8ve engagement in interna8onal academic networks. The 
award will be granted biennially, with the first edi8on planned to coincide with the IPSA World 
Congress in Rome (2027). Details on nomina8on procedures and selec8on criteria will be 
duscussed and agreed at the Execu8ve CommiZee. 

5. Discussion and proposals from the audience 

During the open discussion, par8cipants shared ideas and proposals to guide RC05’s future ac8vi8es 
and expand its impact. One sugges8on was to establish closer collabora8on with associa8ons of 
municipali8es and professional organiza8ons of local government prac88oners. It was proposed to 
explore the organiza8on of a side event at the IPSA World Congress in Rome (2027), jointly with these 
type of associa8ons, focused on a specific topic of shared interest. 

Addi8onally, the idea of launching an award for the best research publica8on in the field of local 
government and poli8cs was raised, aimed at recognizing recent and high-quality scholarly work. 

 


